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General David Petraeus is the most transformative leader the American military has seen since 
the generation of Marshall―and many would argue he is one of the most important Americans 
of our time.  In this book, written with Vernon Loeb,  military expert Paula Broadwell draws on 
remarkable access to Petraeus to give a rare, insightful examination of Petraeus’s career, his 
intellectual development as a military officer, and his impact on the U.S. military. 
 
Broadwell conducted hundreds of hours of interviews with General Petraeus, had extensive 
access to his mentors, his subordinates, and his longtime friends, and was granted exclusive 
access to his career archive.  With more than a decade of military service under her belt and 
nearly two decades of work in counterterrorism and counterinsurgency,  Broadwell embedded 
with the general, his headquarters staff, and his soldiers on the front lines of fighting and at the 
strategic command in Afghanistan to chronicle the experiences and education of this American 
general and to provide an unprecedented examination of his command in Afghanistan.  
 
Telling the inside story of Petraeus’s development and leadership in war from every vantage 
point, ALL IN examines his evolution as a soldier from his education at West Point in the wake 
of Vietnam to his earlier service in Central America, Haiti, Kuwait, Bosnia, and Iraq.   Broadwell 
also documents, as never before, the general’s role in the war in Washington, going behind the 
scenes of negotiations during policy reviews of Afghanistan in Congress, the Pentagon, and the 
White House.  
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